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PRAIRIE PROVINCES WATER BO.ARD 

Fourth Annual Report -1951. 

Warrant and Function of the Board 

Under date of July 28, 19448, the Prairie Provinces 

Water Board was established by the Govemment s of Canada, 

Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, consisting of two members 

appointed by Canada and one from each of the three provinces. 

The Board's tun ct ions are: to recommend the best 

use to be made of interprovincial waters in relation to associated 

resources in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta; upon the request 

of any one of the three provincos or Canada, to recommend the 

allocation of water as between each such province o:f' streams flowing 

from ono province into another province; and to roport on any questions 

relating to speci:f'1c projects tor tho utilization or control of 

common river or lako systems at the request of one or more of the 

Ministers or authorities charged with the administration of such 

rivor or leke systoms, 

To assist in its dutios, tho Board has set up a small 

toclmical staff under tho direction of its Engineering Secretary. 

This staff does not gather basic data, doos not conduct field 

surveys nor duplicnto tho work of any oxisting services; it does 

co-ordinate, Apprise end intorprot such information for the use 

of the Bord. 
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'Membership of tho Board 

Thoro has beon ono chengo this yoar in tho membership of 

the Boerd, nocossitatod by tho rosignation of Mr. D. M. Stophons, 

former Bonrd mombor. 'By Ord.or-in-Council No. 1100/51, tho Province 

of Manitoba. appointed Mr. B. B. Hognrth to tho Boo.rd, The member­ 

ship of the Bord is now as follows: 

Dr. L. B. Thomson, Chairman of the Bonrd: Director ot 

Preirio Farm Rohabilitetion Administration, Regina. 

Mr. N, Marr: Chiot, Water Resources Division, Ottawa, 

Mr, B. B. Hogarth: Dirootor, Manitoba Wator Rosourcee Branch, 

Winnipog. 

Mr. B, Russoll: Diroctor, Alborta Dopartmont of Wator RE>sourcos, 

Edmonton. 

Mr. E% J, Scammmoll: Chiot Eaginoor, Saskatchewan Water Rights 

Otfico, Rogina, 
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Mooting of Septomber 5, 1951, Regine. 

At this mooting tho Chairmen ennouncod that the two 

recommondetions mdo by tho Boerd had beon ratifiod by all Govemmante 

and were now final. Those rocornmondations woro: 

Allocation to Albortn - rocommonded May 31, 1949 
- ratifiod by Canada Ordor-in-Council 4030/49 

by Alb~rta Ordor-in-Council 857/49 
by Manitoba Order-in-Council 1121/49 
by Suskatchowen Ordor-in-Council 1307/52 

Allocation to Saskatchewan - recommended February 15, 195l 
- ratifit:id by Cuna.de. Ordor-in-Council 18?4/51 

by Albertn Ordor-in-Council 1091/51 
by Manitoba Order-in-Council 1264/51 
by Sr.skf\tchownn Ordor-in-Council 1310/51 

The S1Jcrote.ry reportod on tho organization end work of 

tho staff, on tho distribution of th9 maps which had boen received, 

nd on a suggested method of Allocating wator for powor, On this 

question of alloc"lting wntor for powor the Boflrd ~dopt'3d the following 

proposal: 

Tho Boerd shell mako no recommendations for 
allocetions for hydropowor dovelopnonts but shall, pursuant 
to its functions un1cr Section 2 of tho J'..groement, record_ 
all oxietine P.nd proposod hydropowor developments and may, 
if deomed nocossery and edvisablo, meke rocommondations to 
tho respective Govommonts govorning the operations or any 
such d ovolopmont s." 

Tho Boerd then considorod Saekatchowan's requost for a 

rocormnonded allocation of sufficiont wator to sorve tho proposed 

South SaskatchewAn Riv~r Projoct. It Wfls agreed that thero 1s 

sufficient wuter in tho South Saak~tchewan River for this project but 

it was decided for tho presont to reserve 960,000 acre-fee of water 

from the river to this project and to defer further consideration of 

a reconnendation fo1· alloce.tion until the noxt Bord meeting» 

In orrior to clerify tho Poerd's function end dut ios, each 

mombor is to rofur the torms of rfurance to his respective Government 

for clarification nd roquost tho rosponsiblo Minister of each Province 

to confer with tho Fodornl Minister of .Agriculture at en early dote. 
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Work in Progress 

Tho "W"lter Bo'!rd" m'!p wr.s rocoi ved '3'lrly in 1951 and is now 

aveilable for distribution. lrulos for distributing the map havo bean 

sot up as follows: 

l% Only tho 4 end 5-color maps will bo distributed outside the Boord. 

2, Roasoneblo roquosts from public agencies will be supplied 
without charge. 

3% Reasonable requests from prives sources will be supplied at 75¢ por map. ~ 
4. All requests aFe to bo retorrod to tho Enginooring Secretary. 

Tho proposod gauging stations rocommondod by tho Board in 

1949 havo boon ostablishod and aro now in operation, 

Two wator supply ruports wero completod and reported on 

during tho yoar. The so ero: 

Roport #3 - "Prolimine.ry Report on offocts of certin 
major Projects in tho Sasketchowen Rivor 
Drninage Be.sin" for poriod 1923-48. 
A lator lAppondix covors tho period 1911-23, 

Report #4 - "Comparison of two 1~1 tornote Developments 
in tho Sasketchowrn River Bsin", 

Lt present tho staff is orgegod in further studies of 

developments in the Ssk@tchowan River basin, in making e complete 

water supply ~nd uso stu1y of tho Q,l'Appollo Rivor basin, end invosti­ 

gating tho water supply and uso probloms of th~ Cypross Hills' etroams. 

Work Contomplatod 

It is plennod to proceed with the studios outlined 1n the 

procooding pergreph, 

Tho Board's tochnical staff is also prepared at any time to 

undertake studies reltcd to intorprovincial waters at tho roquest of any 

of the governments '3ignatory to the 1'greoment of July 28, 1948, 

e­ Chairman 

Enginoering Secretary 
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REPORI'S BY ST/n' OF WJI.TER OOARD 

(Thoeo roports are not availablo for public distribution) 

Report #1 "Summary report ot recordod and neturnl monthly flows 

'\t cortnin points on tho Saekntchowan River system", 

Poriod of study 1911-48. 
Novomber, 1950. 

Roport #2 - "Stroam flow at threo solected points on South and 

Main Se.ekatchewnn Rivers after Alberta's 1949 request"• 

Period of study 1923-l8, 
Docember, 1950. 

Report #3 - "Proliminery report on effects of certain major 

projects in tho Saskatchewan Rivor Basin", 

Period of study 1923-l48. 
March, 1951, 

I 
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Report #3 (Appendix) - Period of study 1911-23 
December, 1951, 

Report #4 "Compnrison of two ltornate dovolopmonts in Sask­ 

a.tchowan River Basin", Poriod of study 1911-48. 
October, 1951. 

Mono randum #l - ''Momorroidum on commorci~l powor potential of 

South Saskntchowan Ri vor Project", January, 1951 • 

. Memorandum #2 - ''Memorendum on eff'oct ot Alberta developments on 

south Saskatchewan River Project"• March, 1951. 

Memorandum #3 - "Water supply study for South Saskatchewan 

R1 vor Project"• March, 1951. 
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